
Volcanoes are formed when magma, 

which is located in the Earth’s core, 

pushes its way upwards through a long 

shaft. which creates new igneous rock.   

 

Where are the volcanoes hiding? 

Active volcanoes:  

recent history of  

eruptions. 

Dormant volcanoes: 

have not erupted for a 

long time. 

Extinct volcanoes: are 

not expected to erupt in 

the future. 

 
 

 

 

 

An extinct volcano, in Whitwick (7.7 miles away from 

Robert Bakewell) was responsible for the fine-grained  

igneous rocks that  Beacon Hill consists of.  

 

 

Mountains are areas of land that are much higher than the land surrounding them. 

They are higher and usually steeper than a hill and are generally over 600 metres 

high. They are often found together in a group called a mountain range. 

The highest mountain ranges are created by tectonic plates pushing together and 

forcing the ground up where they meet.  

magma 
 

molten rock within the earth.  

mantle the widest layer of the earth at 

approximately 2900km thick  

sill A flat piece of rock formed when 

magma hardens in a crack in a 

volcano  

vent The opening through which lava, ash 

and gas explode out  

lava Molten rock that escapes  a volcano  

and flows on the outside 

conduit An underground passage through 

which magma travels to the surface of 

a volcano.  

tectonic The structure of the Earth’s crust and 

large scale processes of movement. 

crust The outermost layer of our planet; it's a 

thin shell that surrounds the entire 

Earth.  

core Centre of the Earth made from iron 

and nickel 

 

During a volcanic eruption, hot melted 

rock called magma escapes from a 

vent in Earth’s crust, when it reaches the 

surface it  becomes lava.  
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 Most volcanoes of this type are found 

around the edges of the Pacific 

Ocean. This huge circle of volcanoes 

is known as the Ring of Fire.  
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Earth’s crust is made up of huge, rocky 

pieces called plates. The plates move 

slowly over the crust. Most volcanoes lie 

along the boundaries between these 

plates. Some of the most violent erup-

tions take place where the edge of one 

plate is forced beneath the edge of  

another.  




